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Dual perspectives of “wildlife” and “humans”, which are essential when considering environmental treatment

Human activities from a wildlife perspective and conflicts with wildlife from human perspective.
It is necessary to analyze the causes of problems and consider countermeasures from both perspectives.
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Human world

“The question is not about who should take priority - people or animals, but how we can all

live together in harmony. I believe that the direction we should aim for is for people to truly
live as people and animals to truly live as animals.” (Dr. SAITO)

Causes of death and injury in rare raptors in Hokkaido

No.of Blakison's fish owls collected/ No.of White-tailed eagles collected/ No. of Steller's sea eagles collected/
housed by cause housed by cause housed by cause
FY 1994-2022 FY 2000-2022 FY 2000-2022
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Train accidents  Lead exposure

Blakiston’s fish owl resting its
wings on a safe perch

Grooving, whereby grooves are carved
on the road surface, helps prevent
traffic accidents by alerting raptors of
approaching vehicles through the
sound generated by vehicles running
over the grooves.

Environmental Treatment introduced in the Kushiro area

Electrocutions prevention

IRBJ, Hokkaido Electric Power
Company, Hokkaido Electric Power
Network, and MOE have collaborat-
ed to install the first Bird Checker in
Kushiro City to prevent electrocu-
tion of rare raptors. It was developed
through a series of improvements to
deter raptors from perching on it and
to adapt it to the shape of power

transmission facilities.

Photo courtesy of Hokkaido Electric Power Network and IRBJ

Roadkill countermeasures

IRBJ, MLIT and MOE collaborat-
ed to study countermeasures before
the Kushiro Outer Ring Road was
constructed, and after countermea-
sures were taken, their effectiveness
was verified and
improvements
were made.

Bird Checker installed after its
performance was checked using
captive Steller’s sea eagles that
cannot return to the wild

In areas where eagles and red-crowned
cranes frequently cross roads, poles
and wires can be installed on bridge
parapets to lead the birds to fly at a
higher altitude and prevent traffic
accidents.

Photo courtesy of the Kushiro Development and Construction Department, MLIT

| Locations where major countermeasures have been taken in Kushiro City
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In Japan, it is distributed in Hokkaido and the Northern Territories. One hundred pairs have been confirmed,
mainly in eastern Hokkaido.

“Human economic activities are often deeply involved in the causes of wildlife injury, disease, and Kushiro section.
mortality. To coexist with rare wildlife, it is necessary not only to protect habitats such as nesting sites,

but also to investigate the causes of mortality and resolve conflicts with wildlife.” (Dr. SAITO)




